C. Norman Sellers, Th. D.
 





TLBC

The Attack Upon the Church
Acts 5:11-42
Introduction: The Great Success of the Church – 5:11-16
A. It Had Purity - 5:11-13
1. There was Unity
“And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon's Porch.”

Nothing can be accomplished where there is no unity. We cannot fight among ourselves. The basis of disunity is pride.
2. There was Respect for the Leadership.

For their office

For their officiating 
3. There was Honor for the Leadership – 5:13

﻿
“Yet ﻿﻿none of the rest dared join them [the apostles], but the people [believers] esteemed them highly.”
If we say that the unbelievers would not join them [the church], how were multitudes added to the church? (Verse 14)
He is saying that no one would join with the apostles. They were a select group – selected by Jesus, Himself.
There were those who went around claiming to be apostles to gain followers to their heresy. [They are antichrists]

I John 2:19
“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for ﻿﻿if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out ﻿﻿that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. [“us” = the apostles.]
B. It Had Progress – 5:14

﻿
“And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women,
The people [outside the church] were becoming believers. And multitudes were being added to the church.
C. It Had Power- 5:15-16

1. Local – 5:15﻿

 “so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, ﻿﻿that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them.”
People brought the sick friends and relatives. Peter’s shadow was not a part of apostolic instruction. It was more superstition. There is no indication that Peter’s shadow was the means of any healing.

2. Other Cities – 5:16
﻿﻿ “Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing ﻿﻿sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed.”

Multitudes came for healing. They were all healed! Not one went home unhealed. 
This was part of the apostolic signs which included the gift of healing.
These signs: 

   Attracted attention, 

Affirmed that the Kingdom was being offered (Matt 11) 

   Authenticated the message of the apostles.
James 5:14-15

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, ﻿﻿anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. ﻿And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. 
I. The Ineffective Arrest – 5:17-26
A. The Apostles were Locked-up. – 5:17-18

1. Why they were imprisoned – 5:17

“Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with ﻿﻿indignation,”
The Sanhedrin was run by the Sadducees. The Sadducees do not believe in the resurrection.

The apostles were preaching the resurrection of Jesus. They had been ordered by the Sanhedrin not to do this.
2. Where they were Imprisoned – 5:18﻿

﻿ 
“and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. 

They were treated like common criminals. It was not so much what they had done, but the Name in which they did it.
B. The Apostles Are Loosed – 5:19-21a

1. By a Miracle – 5:19
“But at night ﻿﻿an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out.”
These prisoners apparently were not within sight of the guards.
2. For a Ministry – 5:20-21a
[They] said, ﻿ “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people ﻿﻿all the words of this life.” ﻿ And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and taught.
C. The Apostles Are Located. – 5:21b-25
1. The Assembly of the Sanhedrin – 5:21b

“But the high priest and those with him came and called the ﻿﻿council together, with all the ﻿﻿elders of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought.”
2. The Astonishment of the Sanhedrin – 5:22-25

a. Their Dismay – 5:22-23

“But ﻿﻿the officers who came did not find them in the prison; and they returned and reported back, saying, “We found the prison house locked quite securely and the guards standing at the doors; but when we had opened up, we found no one inside.” 
b. Their Doubts – 5:24

“Now when ﻿﻿the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them as to what ﻿﻿would come of this. 
c. Their Dilemma – 5:25

“But someone came and reported to them, “The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!” 

(1) The guards were carefully keeping empty jail cells secured
(2) The highest powers of Israel were gathered to judge prisoners they did not have 

(3) While the frenzied leaders were deliberating as to what had happened to the men who had been in their custody, they were told the apostles were preaching in the courts of the temple.
D. The Apostles Are Led Back – 5:26 -- [Not driven like criminals]
“Then ﻿﻿the captain went along with ﻿﻿the officers and proceeded to bring them back without violence (for ﻿﻿they were afraid of the people, that they might be stoned).”
II. An Ineffective Argument – 5:27-39

A. The Charge – 5:27-28

“When they had brought them, they stood them ﻿﻿before ﻿﻿the Council. The high priest questioned them, saying, “We gave you ﻿﻿strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and ﻿﻿yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and ﻿﻿intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 

They were not trying to bring Jesus’ blood on their heads, but on their hearts.
B. The Challenge – 5:29-32
1. The question of loyalty – 5:29
“But Peter and the apostles answered, “﻿﻿We must obey God rather than men.”
2. The question of liability – 5:30-32

a. The Truth about the Cross – 5:30
“﻿﻿The God of our fathers ﻿﻿raised up Jesus, ﻿﻿whom you had ﻿﻿put to death by hanging Him on a ﻿﻿cross.

b. The truth about the Christ – 5:31-32

 “﻿﻿He is the one whom God exalted ﻿﻿to His right hand as a ﻿﻿﻿﻿Prince and a ﻿﻿Savior, to grant ﻿﻿repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. “And we are ﻿﻿witnesses ﻿﻿of these things; and ﻿﻿so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”
C. The Choice – 5:33-39

1. Murder – 5:33
“When they heard this, they were ﻿﻿furious ﻿﻿and plotted to kill them.
2. Moderation – 5:34-39

a. Gamaliel’s Reputation – 5:34

“Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named ﻿﻿Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while. 
b. Gamaliel’s Reasoning – 5:35-37

(1)  Be wary – 5:35

﻿“And he said to them: “Men of Israel, ﻿﻿take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men. 
(2)  Be wise – 5:36-37

﻿“For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, ﻿﻿joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing. ﻿After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed.
c. Gamaliel’s Restraint – 5:38-39
(1)  The probability – 5:38

“And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 
(2)  The Possibility – 5:39﻿

“﻿﻿but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it—lest you even be found ﻿﻿to fight against God.” 

III. The Ineffective Approach – 5:40-42

A. The Punishment – 5:40
“And they agreed with him, and when they had ﻿﻿called for the apostles ﻿﻿and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.”
B. The Praise – 5:41
“So they departed from the presence of the council, ﻿﻿rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for ﻿﻿His name.”
C. The Proclamation – 5:42
“And daily ﻿﻿in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.”
Conclusion:
